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This year Rail~Volution travels to the transit-rich Twin Cities. Join us as we explore this region  

of contrasts: Nature + Culture. Ingenuity + Traditions. Investment + Connections. 

     Practical lessons + pathbreaking solutions. Come together with citizen activists, developers, 

nonprofit and business leaders, planners, local and national elected officials, community  

advocates and transit operators and government leaders. Put complex ideas into context in 

mobile workshops and facilitated discussions. Share knowledge. Work across disciplines.  

Create new partnerships and strengthen existing ones. 

     See how transit is transforming the Twin Cities. The METRO Green Line opens in June,  

linking historic Union Depot with the modern Target Field Station. More than $1.8 billion  

in private development has already been generated along the route. From historic river  

neighborhoods to ethnic communities, the region’s 3 million people connect to jobs, to friends, 

to organizations with transit. Integrated systems and connections to light rail, commuter rail 

and BRT; an expansive bus system; and the region’s Nice Ride bike share program – all work 

together to make the Twin Cities better. 

     Join us in Minneapolis + St. Paul. Celebrate Rail~Volution’s 20th conference. Challenge  

yourself and your perceptions. Make place better with transportation choices.

Welcome to the Twin Cities, the nexus  

of business + education + arts + culture  

+ entertainment + nature! See how we’re 

transforming ourselves by building out 

a multimodal transit infrastructure 

enhanced by sustainable development. 

Experience our diversity – of people, 

neighborhoods, historic and cultural 

attractions, dining and entertainment. 

Ride on our bike trails. Walk along our 

lakes and rivers. Enjoy the autumn 

beauty of Minnesota. We’ll see you  

in September at Rail~Volution 2014! 

Sue HaigH, Chair

Twin Cities Metropolitan Council

Peter McLaugHLin, Chair

Counties Transit Improvement Board

cHarLie ZeLLe, Commissioner 

MN Department of Transportation
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people

... dedicated to 
making places better.

We serve as a catalyst for building livable communities with transit by 

partnering, equipping and connecting people and institutions at all 

levels. We envision America’s cities and regions transformed into livable 

places – healthy, economically vibrant, socially equitable and environ-

mentally sustainable – where people have transportation choices.

What is the Rail~Volution Conference 2014?
Every year we bring together people who are passionate about  

building livable communities with transit. This year, in the Twin Cities, 

we’ll celebrate our 20th Rail~Volution conference. No two gatherings 

are ever the same. In September we’ll come from 300+ communities, 

towns and regions of all sizes and shapes, ready to engage in  

thoughtful discussions, to share ideas and breakthroughs,  

frustrations and inspiration.
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What’s in it for you? 
At Rail~Volution you’ll be exposed to some of the best minds on  

livability in the country and the world. In this learning lab you’ll hear 

concrete examples that illustrate the rediscovery of community that is 

sweeping the country. You’ll have a chance to ask hard questions and 

explore cutting edge ideas in more than 80 workshops, networking 

events, toolbox sessions and, of course, our extensive signature  

mobile workshops. 

Whether an established expert or a new professional, attend 

Rail~Volution if you’re ready to be transformed: Jumpstart your project 

with fresh ideas for both public and private sectors. Engage your com-

munity with useful tools for advocates and elected officials. Expand 

your horizons by meeting new clients and practitioners, collaborating 

across disciplines and learning about different organizations. Energize 

your career by earning AICP CM credits. Shape the future with new 

contacts, skills, perspectives and resources.

You’ll come away with knowledge, direction and a renewed passion 

for making places better by connecting people with transit.

Know it all before you register! Check www.railvolution.org  

for complete listings and workshop updates.

Workshops + networking events + toolbox sessions  

to inspire, partner, equip and connect.
 a movement. a resource. 

a network of people.

PLaCE IS FLUID. COMMUNITIES CONTINUOUSLy ChaNGE. PEOPLE 

CONNECT TO ThEIR LIVELIhOODS – TO JOBS, TO FRIENDS, TO 

ORGaNIzaTIONS. LINkING IT aLL, DEFINING ThE TRaNSFORMa-

TION, IS TRaNSIT. aT RaIL~VOLUTION, WE aSk ONE qUESTION: 

CaN WE MakE a PLaCE BETTER WITh TRaNSIT? ThE aNSWER IS 

aLWayS a DEFINITE yes. 

What is Rail~Volution?



leaRn
Share your insights. Expand your network. 
Refine your ideas.
Variety and quality are key to Rail~Volution’s rich curriculum. More than 

80 workshops address a vast range of topics, project scales, disciplines, 

partnership models and modes: streetcars, high-speed rail, bus rapid 

transit, pedestrians, bikes, streets, light rail, multimodal. What works? 

What doesn’t? Before, during and after sessions, you’ll share real  

experiences, debate controversial ideas and build enduring networks. 

Established expert or new professional, there’s something to  

challenge you. Relevance. Diversity. Reality. Mix and match sessions  

to fit your passion and perspective.

Fun, energizing exchanges + creative  

problem-solving, grounded in best practices.

the FundaMentals  Core workshops on building livable 

communities with transit. A must for first-time attendees and everyone 

who wants to strengthen their knowledge about concepts that form and 

guide the livability movement. 

FuRtheR inVestiGation  In-depth workshops that go far 

beyond the basics. Delve deep into urgent topics, such as job creation, 

equitable development, performance measures, communications and 

collaboration – even some challenges we haven’t yet imagined. 

adVanCed eXploRation  Select sessions designed to 

push the envelope of even the most advanced practitioners. Dig deeper 

into the nuances of specific issues and advance your knowledge in 

practical, yet forward-looking ways. 

Rail~Volution’s workshops are carefully designed to 

explore an exceptional range of topics and disciplines 

around transit and livability.

Planning into the Future   Beyond the station box  

❚  Responding to changing demographics  ❚  Reclaiming 

land for better opportunities  ❚  Sustainability  ❚  Equity  

❚  Small and midsize cities  ❚  Emerging issues from transit 

CEOs and public officials

Financial Tools   Equitable TOD  ❚  Economic game  

changers  ❚  Value-capture  ❚  MAP-21

Partnerships   Developing successful regional approaches  

❚  Influencing advocacy  ❚  Diverse planning partnerships  ❚   

Cross-sector leadership models  ❚  State-of-the-art P3s

Land Use Tactics   Defining mode within corridors   

❚  Parking innovations  ❚  Complete streets  ❚  Infill and refill  

❚  Suburbs

TOD   Integrating modes  ❚  Last mile  ❚  Bike sharing   

❚  Jobs TOD  ❚  Evolution of TOD projects

Equitable Development   Affordable housing   

❚  Community engagement  ❚  Corridor-wide strategy   

❚  Funder collaboration

Communication and New Technology  Online tools and 

transit apps  ❚  Technology and social equity  ❚  Blogging

health and Transit   Active transportation ❚  Connectivity

advocacy and Communities   Social media advocacy   

❚  Cutting-edge advocacy  ❚  Regional collaboration

Rail~Volution 101
Monday, September 22, 10:00 am – 12:00 pm

How can we make a place better? What are the fundamental principles of building livable 

communities with transit? What have we learned across disciplines in the public, private, 

nonprofit and philanthropic sectors? How can transit-oriented design be a catalyst for positive 

solutions, as well as energy and environmental challenges? How do green design, reduced trips 

and energy usage, and smaller carbon footprints come into play? How can we promote long-

term sustainable economic growth in our neighborhoods? Hear the voices of experience from 

Rail~Volution’s first two decades. What’s changed? What’s happening? What’s ahead?
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Trade Show Reception

tuesday, September 23, 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm

Meet the firms and organizations making a difference in the livability and  

sustainability movement. Ask questions, share plans and mingle with  

knowledgeable representatives from across industries. Exhibits + conversation  

+ hors d’oeuvres + beverages = one relaxing environment. 

20 slides x 20 seconds = Pecha kucha Slam

tuesday, September 23, 7:30 pm – 10:00 pm

An evening like no other, our Pecha Kucha Slam gets crazier every year! Grab a 

drink and hold on – the ideas – and fun! – will be flying. 20 slides x 20 seconds 

each per topic. Think fast. Listen faster. (It will all sink in later.)

Project Development in a MaP-21 World 

Sunday, September 21, 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm

MAP-21 changed transit projects: Transportation planning, environmental 

compliance, and the FTA’s Capital Investment Grant process have all been 

transformed. Review those changes and hear the latest guidance for MAP-21 

implementation. Then participate in a moderated roundtable discussion with 

current project sponsors to hear how they are navigating the MAP-21 revised 

project delivery process.

Developers Roundtable

Monday, September 22, 2:00 pm – 5:00 pm

Want to know what the development world is considering these days? Spend 

time with a pre-eminent panel of developers at our annual Developers Round-

table. Organized in partnership with ULI, you will first hear illuminating stories 

by experienced developers who have worked locally, regionally and nationally 

and then jump into a roundtable discussion to dig deeper! This is your personal 

opportunity to pose questions and get answers from developers.

Minnesota Speed Session

Sunday, September 21, 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Welcome to the Land of 10,000 Lakes – and almost as many presentations! We 

call them speed sessions in Minnesota. See what’s happening at the local level, 

from multimodal planning to implementation to community engagement  

strategies. Pick one presentation or pick them all – each runs 15 to 20 minutes. 

Mix and match to learn about local issues and successes! Never a dull moment.

ConneCtRail~Volution’s network + you = our greatest  

asset. Connect to people and institutions  

at these events.

www.railvolution.org

PRE-CONFERENCE EVENTS

t r a n S P o r t a t i o n  M o d e S

 Light         Walk           Bicycle              Bus        commuter       canoe       Paddleboat          
   rail                                 rail                                                           

Baseball + hotdogs + Local Brews

Saturday, September 20, 4:00 pm – 9:00 pm

Take me out to the historic Ford Center. HGA Architects welcomes you to their 

home, a newly renovated TOD project. Sample local brews and ballgame fare 

before heading across the street to the new Target Field Station. This location 

is a real triple play: outdoor community gathering space + multimodal hub + 

entryway to Target Field in the heart of downtown Minneapolis. Cheer on the 

Twins or just take in the view of the Minneapolis skyline over right field.  

Price includes pre-game reception and Twins ticket.  Cost $30.

BBq + Mississippi Paddleboat Excursion

Saturday, September 20, 4:30 pm – 8:30 pm

The Twin Cities region was built on river trade. Cruise the mighty Mississippi 

on the Magnolia Paddleboat and see why it’s still an important part of the 

landscape and economy. Enjoy picnic fare of pulled pork BBQ sandwiches and 

chicken as you take in breathtaking natural bluffs and city skylines, and glimpse 

some of the region’s many parks. This three-hour tour includes transfers and buffet 

dinner. (Dietary restrictions accommodated.) Cost: $40.  

Nature + art + Theater 

Saturday, September 20, 4:30 pm – 10:00 pm

Take a walk through the Loring Greenway to the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden. 

Snap some photos at the iconic Spoonbridge and Cherry. Catch local transit to 

the lively Lyn-Lake neighborhood, for a pre-show appetizer reception at the inti-

mate Jungle Theater. Afterwards, view the farcical thriller and tour-de-force, The  

Mystery of Irma Vep. Price includes reception and theater ticket. Cash bar. Cost: $40.

AT THE CONFERENCE 

Welcome Reception

Sunday, September 21, 6:30 pm - 9:00 pm 

Celebrate our 20th Rail~Volution conference in 1920s restored splendor at Union 

Depot. Ride the Green Line to a neighborhood of transformation: St. Paul’s 

Lowertown. Meet old friends and make new contacts at one of the great railroad 

stations of the 20th century blocks away from Mears Park, the St. Paul Farmers’ 

Market and artist co-ops. On the National Register of Historic Places, Union 

Depot is alive with new transportation, event, art, culture and retail  

opportunities. Its magnificent LEED-certified Gold restoration brings together 

pedestrians, bicyclists and passengers on rail, light rail and commuter and  

intercity bus services. Explore the public art and 1920s architecture and watch 

trains, barges and airplanes from this stunning centerpiece of Lowertown’s 

revival, brought back to life with transit. 
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Sunday Workshops

Mobile Workshops 
Nature + Culture + Ingenuity + Investment = 24 

ways to explore the Twin Cities!

Let’s help everyone experience a mobile workshop! Please limit  

your choices to two tours. Preregistration, available online at  

www.railvolution.org, is required. These workshops require  

additional fees and sell out fast. Tours may overlap with other  

workshops and conference sessions, so please select carefully. 

1 Grow, Sell and Eat Local! 
Sunday, September 21, 8:30 am–12:30 pm    

Grow. Sell. Eat. Tour St. Paul’s urban farming system and see how local choices 

affect livability. Hop on the bus to Frogtown Farms, an educational city farm 

currently in development. Next stop: 

Urban Organics, a growing site in a 

former brewery that uses aquaponics. 

Tour the St. Paul Farmers’ Market and 

finish up with a lunch of local food in 

a restaurant in St. Paul’s Lowertown 

neighborhood. Cost: $45, lunch included.

2  Bicycles + Investment = Community Transformation
Sunday, September 21, 8:30 am–12:00 pm

Pedal your way around investments made through the federal Bike Walk Twin 

Cities program: nearly 75 miles of off- and on-road trails (You won’t bike them 

all!); advisory bike lanes; bicycle centers and boulevards; and bike boxes. Hear 

about Nice Ride bike sharing; seven 

years of bicycle counts; open streets 

events; and the advocacy community. 

See infill development and how 

developers are incorporating bike 

transportation into their projects.  

Bicycling: 10 easy miles. Cost: $60. 

What’s an “easy bike ride?” At 

Rail~Volution, it usually means 

paved, flat bikeways or streets  

with minimal elevation changes.
 Light         Walk           Bicycle              Bus        commuter       canoe      Paddleboat           
   rail                                 rail                                                           

M o B i L e  W o r k S H o P  t r a n S P o r t a t i o n  M o d e S

3  Focusing the Equity Lens on the METRO Green Line
Sunday, September 21, 8:30 am–12:45 pm 

Meet the people who redrew the traditional METRO Green Line TOD Opportunity 

Map into one that generates tangible benefits for low-income neighborhoods, 

communities of color, new American communities and the disabled community. 

Learn how community-based organizations, public officials and equity allies 

worked together to change station 

locations and add new ones. See 

how station areas came to life with 

equitable TOD, economic development 

and public realm projects. Cost: $45, 

lunch included.

4  Complex TOD: Been There. Funded That. 
Sunday, September 21, 9:00 am–12:00 pm

How do developers and funders resolve funding challenges? Three complex TOD 

projects come to life on this LRT and bus tour. Ride the METRO Green Line to 

explore The Terrace at Iris Park, an innovative senior housing project. Then hop 

aboard the METRO Blue Line to the Longfellow Station, an affordable housing 

development in an industrial district, 

and finally to the Lake Street Station  

to tour Hi-Lake Triangle, a new 

mixed-use development. Hear from 

for-profit and nonprofit developers 

and funders from the public sector. 

Cost: $45. 

5  Up the Mississippi River With your Own Paddle 
Sunday, September 21, 12:00 pm–5:00 pm                     

Minneapolis’ RiverFirst Initiative + St. Paul’s Great River Passage = a combined 

vision of open space and redevelopment for 25 miles of Mississippi riverfront. 

Grab an oar and paddle along with historians and planners to learn about both 

cities’ past and future focus for this great 

American river. Large, stable voyageur 

canoes hold up to 10 people and are made 

for river travel. Lightly strenuous canoeing:  

2 hours. Walking: 2 easy miles. Cost: $60. 
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9   Going Downtown: Engineering LRT  
in an Urban Corridor

Sunday, September 21, 1:00 pm–4:30 pm 

Noise. Vibration. Stormwater. And that’s just the start! The METRO Green Line 

travels through two downtown areas, the University of Minnesota campus, the 

state Capitol complex and a business strip. Hear what it’s really like, engineering 

and constructing a rail transit line 

through a densely developed urban 

core. Where and how do you site 

your operations and maintenance 

facility? And how do you tackle 

those previously mentioned con-

cerns?  Walking: 2 easy miles. Cost: $45. 

10   The adventures of 3 Bridges:  
Construction Was Only a Start

Monday, September 22, 10:00 am–12:00 pm

3 bridges = 3 stories. Bicycle with people who know bridges. Learn how three 

bridges have changed the livability of the region: The new I-35W Bridge was 

rebuilt after its 2007 rush-hour collapse. The historic Stone Arch Bridge, built in 

1882 for the railroad, was converted 

to a bike/pedestrian bridge in 1994. 

And the Washington Avenue Bridge 

was recently upgraded to accommo-

date the new METRO Green Line LRT.  

Bicycling: 8 easy miles. Cost: $60. 

11   In Style for 2 Centuries: 
 Minneapolis’ Warehouse District

Monday, September 22, 10:00 am–12:30 pm 

(Also offered on September 24; see mobile workshop  #24)

Family days out. Lively nights with friends. Great food. Memories. The Ware-

house Historic District, in the North Loop, is one of Minneapolis’ hottest down-

town neighborhoods. See turn-of-the-century industrial warehouses being used 

for 21st century multimodal and development needs 100+ years later. Stroll and 

learn with Minneapolis’ downtown 

planner and TOD manager through 

Target Field Station and historic brick 

streets, along commuter bike paths, 

and past infill developments.   

Walking: 4 miles. Cost: $45. 

6   BOD: Bike-Oriented Development  
+ The Midtown Greenway

Sunday, September 21, 12:30 pm–4:30 pm

Only the best for Rail~Volution! The Midtown Greenway Corridor’s been voted 

the nation’s best urban bike trail. See for yourself and hear from community 

organizations, public agencies and developers how they worked together to 

transform an abandoned rail corridor into a world-class bikeway and a desirable 

location for residential and commer-

cial bicycle-oriented development. 

Stops will highlight bicycle infrastruc-

ture, the Midtown Global Market, 

several residential developments  

and the Midtown Bike Center.   

Bicycling: 12 easy miles. Cost: $60.

7   Commuter Rail-Oriented Development:  
Transformation + Vision

Sunday, September 21, 12:45 pm–4:30 pm

Explore TOD transformations in historic Mississippi River communities aboard 

the Northstar, Minnesota’s first commuter rail line. Learn about the opportuni-

ties and challenges for TOD projects along a commuter rail line. Visit brick-and-

mortar projects and hear what it took to get them built. See future TOD sites and 

participate in a visioning discussion 

that draws in the lessons from other 

communities. Talk with county and 

city elected officials about how they 

fostered success.  Cost: $45.

8  TOD x 3 in an Urban LRT Corridor
Sunday, September 21, 1:00 pm–4:30 pm  

3 stations, 3 new developments. That’s what you’ll see on the newly opened 

METRO Green Line. Ride light rail from downtown Minneapolis to the Dale 

Street station in St. Paul. Along the way hear from developers and community 

partners and tour three stations to see examples of public-private partnerships; 

an eco-district planning approach; 

renovation and new construction in 

a local historic district; and equitable 

TOD.  Walking: 1 easy mile. Cost: $45.

Monday Workshops

www.railvolution.org
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12  In, around and Out: Moving People in 
Downtown Minneapolis

Monday, September 22, 10:00 am–12:30 pm

35,000 residents + 160,000 workers + 3 major sports facilities + a thriving theater 

district. Walk through downtown to learn how people move in and around: Visit 

Nicollet Mall, a bus/bike/pedestrian street. Learn from city staff about current 

and future streetcar and cycle-track 

projects and developments. Take a loop 

around downtown to hear about the 

Marq2 two-lane busways and other 

projects that keep this compact and 

vibrant downtown moving smoothly. 

Walking: 5 moderately strenuous miles.  Cost: $45.

13  Play Ball! Integrating Transit into Sports Facilities
Monday, September 22, 1:00 pm–5:00 pm 

Hear how transit MVPs – designers, engineers, contractors and governmental 

agency reps – tackle stormwater, green building and community connectivity. 

Start at the Twins’ Target Field for a glimpse of the ballpark and new transit 

hub. Hop on the METRO Green Line 

and hear about event queuing at the 

future home of the Vikings. Stop at U 

of M’s TCF Bank Stadium and finish at 

independent baseball’s St. Paul Saints’ 

ballpark, opening 2015.  Cost: $45.

14  My Way or the highway (With Integrated Transit)
Monday, September 22, 1:00 pm–4:30 pm 

Highway and arterial BRT. MnPASS Express Lanes (priced managed lanes). Bus-

only shoulders. Park-and-ride lots with express commuter bus service. The Twin 

Cities leads the way in integrating transit into highways! See for yourself. Visit 

the I-35W UPA corridor (Orange Line BRT, 46th St. on-freeway transit station, 

MnPASS Express Lanes, Kenrick Park-

and-Ride); METRO Red Line BRT and 

Apple Valley transit station; Snelling 

Ave. arterial BRT; and the Regional 

Transportation Management Center. 

Hear from transit staff, MnDOT and 

county staff.  Cost: $45.

15  Integrating Transit into Large Institutions
Monday, September 22, 1:15 pm–5:15 pm 

Large institutions draw workers, customers and visitors: the MSP Airport, 

VA Hospital and Federal Government Center; Fort Snelling National Historic 

Site and State Park; the State Air Guard, Army Reserve and Air Force Reserve 

Centers; and the Mall of America. Travel the METRO Blue Line to see how these 

institutions met unique engineering 

challenges and incorporated LRT into 

their facility sites, operations and the 

very fabric of their organizations. Hear 

from the DNR, Metropolitan Airport 

Commission, VA hospital and city staff.  

Cost: $45.

16  Riding the Development Wave: METRO Blue Line LRT
Monday, September 22, 1:30 pm–5:00 pm

Opened in 2004, METRO’s Blue Line LRT exceeded ridership expectations  

and sparked development along its 12-mile corridor, connecting downtown 

Minneapolis, the MSP Airport and Mall of America. See how early multi-agency 

partnerships resulted in both urban 

and suburban TOD. Visit Bloomington 

Central Station, a 43-acre mixed-use 

development with two 17-story condo 

towers, and Oaks Station Place, a 

mixed-use development with 104  

market rate units and 8,400 sf of 

retail.  Walking: 1 easy mile. Cost: $45.

17   Ox Carts to Rail Cars: Planning 
 for Preservation in St. Paul

Monday, September 22, 1:30 pm–4:30 pm

Once a good transit corridor, always a good transit corridor. Look at transporta-

tion from a historic perspective. Learn how resources impacted development. 

Ride the METRO Green Line through three historic St. Paul districts: University-

Raymond in the Midway, the Capitol Area, and Lowertown on the Mississippi. 

Hear from the local preservation com-

mission, citizens, an adaptive reuse 

developer and regulatory officials 

about incorporating preservation in all 

levels of planning.  Walking: 1 easy mile. 

Cost $45, light snack included.

What’s an “easy bike ride?” At 

Rail~Volution, it usually means 

paved, flat bikeways or streets  

with minimal elevation changes.
 Light         Walk           Bicycle              Bus        commuter       canoe          Paddle           
   rail                                 rail                  Boat                                         

M o B i L e  W o r k S H o P  t r a n S P o r t a t i o n  M o d e S
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18    Culture Corridor:  
art + Food + Transit = Placemaking

tuesday, September 23, 10:00 am–2:00 pm

The METRO Green Line serves a diverse cultural community with a high 

concentration of small businesses. Experience food and art and engage in com-

munity activism and innovative collaborations that have revitalized this area. 

Hear from nonprofits and community leaders about the Little Mekong Cultural 

District, imaginative placemaking projects designed by local artists and creative 

construction disruption mitigation 

strategies for small businesses. 

Then sample delicious food from 

some of the cultural gems on the 

line.  Walking: 2 easy miles. Cost: $45, 

lunch included.

19    Northside’s Communities of  
Color + Transit Investment

tuesday, September 23, 10:00 am–12:30 pm 

What happens when a transit-dependent, historically disinvested, low-wealth 

and racially diverse area encounters two LRT corridors, two BRT lines, one street-

car line and several bike/pedestrian improvements? Ask the Northside’s Asian, 

new immigrant and African American communities. Hear from community en-

gagement grantees from the Corridors of Opportunity initiative and other allied 

partner groups about how communi-

ties are planning for the enormous 

economic development potential and 

social benefits of multimodal transit 

investments.  Cost: $45, lunch included.

20  TOD Before the T
tuesday, September 23, 1:00 pm–5:00 pm 

The Southwest LRT is years away – but don’t tell that to these five cities! How 

are they getting a head start on development through state-of-the-art planning? 

From corporate campus to historic downtown, hear stories from city staff, 

developers and a corporate campus representative about: thousands of new 

housing units; pre-LRT parking needs 

and retail viability; partnerships and 

incentives for enhanced public spaces 

and regional stormwater treatment; 

and expanded connectivity through 

transit’s reach.  Bicycling: 8 easy miles. 

Cost: $60, light snack included. 

21  Greening the METRO Green Line LRT
tuesday, September 23, 1:00 pm–4:30 pm

Learn about one of the largest tree-trench stormwater treatment systems ever 

constructed and its smart grid electrical system, which saves thousands of tons 

of carbon annually. Hear how the Green Line leverages public and private green 

investments, including intermodal 

infrastructure, brownfield cleanup, 

green infrastructure standards, district 

and renewable energy systems, and 

many LEED-certified projects to make 

the Twin Cities more sustainable and 

livable. Walking: 1 easy mile.  Cost: $45.

22   Franklin Station: a Cultural Journey
tuesday, September 23, 1:30 pm–5:00 pm

The METRO Blue Line opened ten years ago. From the beginning, it’s been a 

cultural journey, engaging communities to create – and implement – a vision for 

the area around Franklin station. Visit the station and hear from developers and 

representatives from Ventura Village, 

home of the American Indian Cultural 

Corridor, and Seward, a vibrant busi-

ness district. Explore the neighbor-

hood and hear how Native American 

culture has been respected – and 

reflected – in the area. Cost $45.

23  Challenges + Compromise: The U of M Experience
tuesday, September 23,  1:45 pm–4:15 pm 

It takes a lot of research to successfully serve one of the largest public research 

universities in the country. Visit the University of Minnesota to see the new 

METRO Green Line. Hear about design and construction mitigations that protect 

the University’s research enterprise. 

Experience the new transit/pedestrian 

mall, which replaced a four-lane arte-

rial through campus. Visit adjacent 

developments – like the new 50,000-

seat TCF Bank stadium – with area 

developers. Walking: 2 easy miles. Cost: $45.

Wednesday Encore Session

24   In Style for 2 Centuries: Minneapolis’  
Warehouse District

Wednesday, September 24, 8:00 am–10:30 am

(See Description for #11)  Cost: $45. 

Tuesday Workshops

www.railvolution.org
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Saturday, September 20

4:00 pm – 9:00 pm Baseball + Hotdogs + Local Brews

4:30 pm – 8:30 pm BBQ + Mississippi Paddleboat excursion

4:30 pm – 10:00 pm nature + art + theater

Sunday, September 21

8:30 am – 12:30 pm MW 1  Grow, Sell and Eat Local!

8:30 am – 12:00 pm MW 2  Bicycles + Investment =  

         Community Transformation

8:30 am – 12:45pm  MW 3  Focusing the Equity Lens on  

    the METRO Green Line

9:00 am – 12:00 pm  MW 4  Complex TOD: Been There. 

    Funded That.

12:00 pm – 5:00 pm  MW 5  Up the Mississippi River  

    With Your Own Paddle

12:30 pm – 4:30 pm  MW 6  BOD: Bike-Oriented Development      

    + The Midtown Greenway

12:45 pm – 4:30 pm  MW 7  Commuter Rail-Oriented Development:        

    Transformation + Vision

1:00 pm – 4:30 pm MW 8  TOD x 3 in an Urban LRT Corridor

1:00 pm – 4:30 pm  MW 9  Going Downtown: Engineering  

    LRT in an Urban Corridor

1:00 pm – 4:00pm Project development in a MaP-21 World

2:00 pm – 4:00 pm Minnesota Speed Session

6:30 pm – 9:00 pm  Welcome reception

Monday, September 22

8:00 am – 9:30 am Plenary Session 

10:00 am – 11:30 am 8   co n c u r r e n t  Wo r k S H o P S

10:00 am – 12:00 pm rail~Volution 101

10:00 am –  12:00 pm MW 10  The Adventures of 3 Bridges:  

     Construction Was Only a Start

10:00 am - 12:30 pm MW 11  In Style for 2 Centuries:  

     Minneapolis’ Warehouse District

10:00 am – 12:30 pm  MW 12  In, Around and Out: Moving People  

     in Downtown Minneapolis

12:00 pm – 1:30 pm Lunchtime opportunities 

1:00 pm – 5:00 pm MW 13  Play Ball! Integrating Transit  

     into Sports Facilities 

1:00 pm – 4:30 pm MW 14  My Way or the Highway  

     (With Integrated Transit)

1:15 pm – 5:15 pm MW 15  Integrating Transit into  

     Large Institutions 

1:30 pm – 5:00 pm MW 16  Riding the Development Wave:  

     METRO Blue Line LRT 

1:30 pm – 4:30 pm MW 17  Ox Carts to Rail Cars:  

     Planning for Preservation in St. Paul 

2:00 pm – 3:30 pm 8   co n c u r r e n t  Wo r k S H o P S

2:00 pm – 5:00 pm developers roundtable

4:00 pm – 5:30 pm 8   co n c u r r e n t  Wo r k S H o P S

TBD Place Settings: networking dinners

Tuesday, September 23

8:00 am – 9:30 am  Plenary Session

10:00 am – 11:30 am 8   co n c u r r e n t  Wo r k S H o P S

10:00 am – 2:00 pm MW 18  Culture Corridor: Art + Food  

     + Transit = Placemaking  

10:00 am – 12:30 pm MW 19  Northside’s Communities of  

     Color + Transit Investment 

12:00 pm – 1:30 pm idea exchanges

1:00 pm – 5:00 pm MW 20  TOD Before the T 

1:00 pm – 4:30 pm MW 21  Greening the METRO Green Line LRT 

1:30 pm – 5:00 pm MW 22  Franklin Station: A Cultural Journey

1:45 pm – 4:15 pm MW 23  Challenges + Compromise:  

     The U of M Experience 

2:00 pm – 3:30 pm 8   co n c u r r e n t  Wo r k S H o P S

4:00 pm – 5:30 pm 8   co n c u r r e n t  Wo r k S H o P S

5:30 pm – 7:00 pm trade Show reception

7:30 pm –10:00 pm 20 slides x 20 seconds = Pecha kucha Slam

Wednesday, September 24

8:00 am – 10:30 am MW 24  In Style for 2 Centuries:  

     Minneapolis’ Warehouse District  (ENCORE)

8:00 am – 9:30 am 6   co n c u r r e n t  Wo r k S H o P S

10:00 am – 11:30 am 6   co n c u r r e n t  Wo r k S H o P S

12:00 pm – 1:30 pm Plenary Session (luncheon)

Monday, September 22 continued

Conference at a Glance
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co n F e r e n c e  Lo c at i o n

the Hyatt regency Minneapolis is located on nicollet Mall, a pedestrian and 

transit mall, in the heart of downtown. culture, arts and sidewalk dining are 

right outside. Loring Park, the Walker art Museum and Sculpture garden 

and the iconic Mary tyler Moore statue are just steps away. With transit con-

nections to the airport and Mall of america, the Hyatt regency Minneapolis 

provides the perfect backdrop for livability. 

Hyatt regency Minneapolis   

1300 nicollet Mall    

Minneapolis, Mn 55403      

things to Know

612.596.4661

conference registration 

The registration fee is $495. Register 

now! After August 29, the price 

increases to $545.

travel and Lodging 

The Hyatt Regency, site of 

Rail~Volution 2014, will offer a 

special group rate of $189 (plus 

tax) per night. For reservations, call 

402.592.6485 and identify yourself as 

a Rail~Volution conference attendee. 

For online reservations, visit  

www.railvolution.org/bookaroom. 

     Hotel reservations must be 

made by August 29 to receive the 

discounted rate.

continuing education credits 

In 2013, 94 sessions were accredited 

by the American Institute of Certified 

Planners (AICP). We are currently 

pursing qualification for this year’s 

sessions and will have details on 

approved sessions in August 2014. 

Check our website at that time for 

more details. 

Scholarships 

Rail~Volution offers a limited number 

of scholarships based on need. Special 

consideration is given to community 

activists. Complete your application 

by Thursday, July 24. Scholarship 

awards will be announced the week 

of August 11. More details and appli-

cation on www.railvolution.org.register at 
www.railvolution.org

cancellation 

There is a $100 non-refundable fee  

for cancellations after August 29. 

additional information

For questions about registration, 

exhibition or sponsorships at the 

conference, contact:

AHI Meeting Services, Inc.

PO Box 519

Selbyville, Delaware 19975

800.788.7077 – US

1.302.436.4375 – International

FAX  302.436.1911

EMAIL  convene@aol.com

WEB  www.railvolution.org

What’s going on?
Ever think everyone else knows what’s happening before you do? Arrive at 

Rail~Volution 2014 ahead of the game. Start connecting today! Follow us on 

your favorite social media. Check out Rail~Volution News at www.railvolution.

org/news or join our mail list!

CO N V E R S aT I O N  S Ta R T E R S   Make the most of every  

minute at rail~Volution 2014! check out these chances for some  

serious table talk. 

Place Settings  Dinner conversations about making place better. You choose the 

topic and we’ll fix you up with tablemates for Monday night’s dinner. 

Idea Exchange  What’s it to you? Tell us! Be a bigger part of Rail~Volution 2014! 

Tell us what you want to discuss at the conference. Our open forum topics 

come from YOU. The top five ideas will be part of our Idea Exchange sessions 

on Tuesday. Submit your ideas and find out more information online. You don’t 

want to miss this! 

Mentorship Program  

Start with one connection. 

Then watch your network 

grow. Are you new to 

Rail~Volution or the  

industry? Could you use a 

little insight into making the 

most of your time in Minne-

apolis + St. Paul? Or maybe 

you are experienced in your 

field and Rail~Volution and could pay it forward by helping out a newcomer? 

    Rail~Volution is all about connections. Our mentorship program is a way to 

connect one-on-one and then broaden your network. Everyone has something  

to give – and receive – through a mentoring relationship. Check out these pro-

grams – how they work and who should sign up – online at www.railvolution.org. 

More ways to connect – before, during and after – Rail~Volution 2014!.

are you a new rail~Volutionary? if you’re a new or emerging transportation or 

land use-oriented professional or advocate, there’s a special group just for you! 

check us out at www.railvolution.org/newrailvolutionaries!

r a i L ~ Vo L u t i o n  a P P

Use the mobile app to access  

information about schedules, 

workshop descriptions, speakers, 

attendees and much, much more.

available in September! 

R~ V 



PRST-STD

US POSTAGE

PAID

PERMIT # 11

PORTLAND, OR1624 Harmon Place, Suite 206

Minneapolis, Mn  55403

return service requested

Partners

AECOM

American Public Transportation     

 Association

CH2M Hill

City of Charlotte, North Carolina

City of Kansas City, Missouri

City of Portland, Oregon –  

 Bureau of Transportation

Counties Transit Improvement  

 Board  Minnesota

Dallas Area Rapid Transit

David Evans and Associates, LLC

Enterprise Community Partners

Federal Transit Administration

GB Placemaking

HDR

Local Initiative Support  

 Corporation (LISC)

Low Income Investment Fund (LIIF)

Massachusetts Bay  

 Transportation Authority 

Maryland Transit Administration  

 Baltimore, Maryland

Metro  Los Angeles, California

Metro  Portland, Oregon

Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid  

 Transit Authority

Metropolitan Council/Metro Transit  

 Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minnesota

New Starts Working Group

The Pacific Resource Partnership  

 Honolulu, Hawaii

Parsons Brinckerhoff

Regional Transportation District  

 Denver, Colorado

San Francisco Bay Area  

 Rapid Transit District

Sound Transit  Seattle, Washington

South Florida Regional  

 Transportation Authority  

 Pompano Beach, Florida

Steer Davies Gleave

TR Advisors

TriMet  Portland, Oregon

iLLuStration Tim Zeltner      

deSign  Laurie Causgrove Design

PHotoS  Minnesota Convention and Visitors Bureau, 

inside cover left, page 1 right; Meet Minneapolis, inside 

cover right, page 1 left; Joe Vare, page 6 left; back cover, 

Aaron Smith.

URS

Utah Transit Authority  

 Salt Lake City, Utah

Valley Metro  Phoenix, Arizona

ZGF Architects, LLP


