
Fast Train to Revitalized Downtowns:

Case study of Center City Philadelphia



Philadelphia: 4th largest metro area



At the center of the Northeast corridor:

Between New York City & Washington, D.C. 



City = 1.5 million

Metro area = 6 million people



City of Philadelphia: 135 sq miles

Center City

3 sq. miles



Center City core = 3 square miles



Based on 1682: Plan - Center Square + 4 public squares



Broad & Market Streets



Legacy: human-scale, walkable city



While this made us obsolete: 1950s-1970s



Re-infused with value in the post-petroleum age:

Dense, diverse & walkable = sustainable 



Since the 1950s restoring historic architecture



1956: 567 properties designated for preservation



Philadelphia has a long tradition of downtown living



1953: the demolition of elevated Pennsylvania RR



Creation of modern new Office District

Rail-lines placed underground



1960s & 1970s:  all buildings connected to transit



1980s: Linked Pennsylvania & Reading Railroad 

into integrated regional rail system



New underground tunnel in Center City



Employers: easy access to 360 degree labor market

309,256 riders/day take transit into downtown



1980s office boom:



40 million sf of office space, 



Largely concentrated on west side of town



Largest center of employment in region

$12.1 billion salaries to metro residents



1992:  Public investment: arts & entertainment

Diversifying downtown land-use  



Arts District on South Broad



Renovated historic theaters


