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The ultimate European lesson?

ñIthink we need to make people

aware that our traffic concepts of

today are not sustainable and will be

of no use for the future of our society

and our planet .ò

Dr. Wolfgang Schuster (Mayor of Stuttgart, Germany)
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The Netherlands (as it was)

Orange .Transport .

Architecture .Water management .
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Some demographic facts

United States Maryland Washington DC The Netherlands Utrecht

Founded 1776 1788 1790 1579 50 AD

Inhabitants (city)

(region)

308.7 mln 5.8 mln 602,000

5,580,000

16.7 mln 313,000

640,000

Area (sq mi) 3,717,796 12,407 68 16,034 (1) 38

Inhabitants (/sq mi) 8.3 465.3 8848.9 1039.6 8179.9

(1)  1,29x State of Maryland
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About the City of Utrecht

Modal split

ÅMotor vehicles: 38.5 %
ÅPublic transport: 10.8 %
ÅBicycles: 28.0 %
ÅPedestrians: 21.2 %
ÅOthers: 01.5 %

Facts

ÅFourth largest city in the Netherlands.
ÅOver 300,000 inhabitants.
ÅLargest University in the Netherlands.
ÅBusiest railway station of the country (more

passengers a year then Schiphol Airport).
ÅStill growing economy (despite global recession).

1885 .
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61,700

122,000

58,500

Imbalance between 
incoming & outgoing 
traffic.

Numbers show 
incoming traffic during 
morning rush hours.

Traffic congestion
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What to do about this?

4. Improving road network .3. Improving bicycle facilities

2. New light rail & streetcar lines  .1. New regional railway network

INTEGRATION!



9

Step 1: New regional railway network
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What is Randstadspoor (RSS)?

Facts

ÅRegional network of commuter trains.
ÅUsing existing railway corridors.
Å10 new stations in region.
ÅMost railway lines widened from

2 to 4 tracks.
Å4-6 trains per hour.
ÅRealisation between 2002 and 2015.



11

Construction started in 2002
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Reconstruction of the main railway station
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S- tog (Copenhagen, Denmark)
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RER (Paris, France)
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Tyne & Wear Metro (Newcastle -upon -Tyne, UK)
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S-bahn (Stuttgart, Germany)
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S-bahn (Karlsruhe, Germany)

Ultimate integration: Commuter rail, Light Rail and Streetcar in one .
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Randstad Rail (Rotterdam region, The Netherlands)

Commuter rail or Light rail? .



19

Step 2: New light rail & streetcar lines
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Already one light rail line (SUNIJ - line)

2010, second hand cars from Vienna .2007, Low - floor car from Mulhouse .

2000, Renovated light rail car .1983/12/17, Opening 1 st light rail line .
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From bus lanes to light rail

Facts

ÅFirst bus lane opened in 2001.
ÅThe current network of bus lanes can

easily be changed into light rail.
ÅA light rail network can transport more

passengers then the current network
of bus lanes.

ÅA light rail network creates more and
new transfer points.
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A regional network of light rail

Facts

ÅNetwork of existing & new lines.
ÅUpgrading existing light rail line.
ÅBuilding two new lines to De Uithof.
ÅBuilding a new line to Leidsche Rijn.
Å4-8 trams per hour.
ÅRealisation between 2012 and 2025.
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NIEUWEGEIN
IJSSELSTEIN

LEIDSCHE RIJN

OVERVECHT

BINNENSTAD
ZEIST

DE UITHOF

The planned regional network in 2025
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Impressions of the city area
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Impressions of the university campus
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Impressions of the new transfer point De Uithof
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The ultimate public transport (Wuppertal, Germany)
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Typical light rail of the 70ôs (Charleroi, Belgium)
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High platform barrier (Manchester, UK)
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High platform integration (Stuttgart, Germany)
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Low platform integration(Orleans, France)
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Total integrating (Mulhouse, France)
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Total concept (Almada, Portugal)


