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Streetcar Ridership and Livability: Is there a 

Connection?

Presentation Outline

ÅTime for a ridership revolution!

ÅWho are transit riders?

ÅWhy are people riding transit?

ÅWhat is happening out there?



ÅñChoiceò RidersTime for a ridership revolution!
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Conventional Ridership Modeling



Conventional Ridership Modeling

Screen for Travelers



Conventional Ridership Modeling

Screen for Transit Travelers



Conventional Ridership Modeling

Screen for TT by Mode and Station



Conventional Ridership Modeling

Screen for Access Mode to Station



Conventional Ridership Modeling

Screen for Travelers





Very Small Starts = 3,000 Daily Rides

1.  Conduct Detailed Counting of 

Existing Riders in the Project 

Corridor

2. Estimate the Number of Existing 

Riders That Will Benefit from the Very 

Small Starts Project

3.  Submit Documentation of the Data 

Collection and Estimation to FTA.



 

Riders Onboard at 16th Street 1,143

Boarding Riders between 16th Street and Terminal 129

Total Inbound Benefiting Riders 1,272      

Riders Onboard at Terminal (Transfer Riders) 126

Boarding Riders between Terminal and 16th Street 1,156

Total Outbound Benefiting Riders 1,282      

Total Benefiting Riders 2,554      

Outbound

Inbound

Exhibit 1

Route 12

Estimation of Benefiting Riders

 

Riders Onboard at 16th Street 965
Boarding Riders between 16th Street and Terminal 98
Total Inbound Potential Benefiting Riders 1,063      

Riders Onboard at Terminal (Transfer Riders) 89
Boarding Riders between Terminal and 16th Street 952
Total Outbound Potential Benefiting Riders 1,041      
Total Potential Benefiting Riders 2,104      
Parallel Adjustment Factor 0.750
Total Adjusted Benefiting Riders 1,578      

Outbound

Inbound

Exhibit 3
Route 53

Estimation of Benefiting Riders



FTA Report on Conventional Forecasting

ñé ridership projections for New Starts 

are often highly inaccurate in terms of 

both total ridership and the characteristics 

of the markets that are actually served.ò

Courtesy FTA's Office of Planning and Environment (TPE) from July 2006 New Starts Forecasting Workshop 







iForecastingé..



iForecastingé..



iForecastingé..



iForecastingé..



Are we really all 

Portland?



Are we really all Portland?



ñCommunities around the 

US have been 

enthusiastic partners, 

looking for opportunities to 

advance good projects 

that have solid ridership 

expectations, that create 

opportunities for economic 

development, that have 

demonstrable 

environmental benefits, 

and that increase access 

for transit-dependent 

people.ò

- July 07, 2010





Who are transit riders?



Whoôs riding transit?

ÅFTA Transit Dependent  (those without transportation)



Whoôs riding transit?

ÅFTA Transit Dependent  (those without transportation)
Whoôs riding transit?

ÅFTA Transit Dependent  (Youth under 18 years of age)



ÅFTA Transit Dependent  (Seniors +65)

Whoôs riding transit?



ÅFTA Transit Dependent  (Persons on fixed incomes)

Whoôs riding transit?



Whoôs riding transit?

ÅTourists



Whoôs riding transit?

ÅñChoiceò Riders



Whoôs riding transit?

ÅCollege Students



Whoôs riding transit?

ÅñCreative 

Classò



Transit Planning 101

Whoôs riding transit?

ÅñChoiceò RidersWhy are people riding transit?



Where are people riding to?

ÅWork



Where are people riding to?

ÅThe ñGameò


