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Å No parking provided

o 66% arrive by foot

o 21% take the bus

o 13% use cars

Davis Square Station, Somerville MA

From 1977-1987, vacancies 
increased 20%.

Today there are 0 vacancies.

12,000 Daily Boardings
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Å2,000 car garage

ÅNo on-street parking

ÅTop 20 congested intersection

Alewife Station, Cambridge MA
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ÅOnly active at rush hour

ÅOne restaurant

ÅCrime & homelessness

Alewife Station, Cambridge MA

11,000 Daily Boardings
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Ridership Profiles
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2005 Park & Ride Utilization Counts
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MBTA Commuter Rail: Park & Ride Stations

Average of 1.9 boardings per parked car
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What Does a Parking Space Cost?

Bayview Medical Center Garage
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Monthly Cost Per Parking Space

Assume:

Å$20,000 per space added

Å7% interest

Å40 year lifespan

Equals:

Å$125 per space per 
month

Operating Costs:

ÅIncludes cleaning, lighting, 
maintenance, etc.

ÅNational average: $300 per 
space/month (minimum)

Total Cost:

Å$150 per space per month

- Parking price     $0/mo.

= Cost to Employer $150

(or $7/day per commuter)
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Parking Space
10ô x 20ô = 200 ft2

Parking Wastes Land

Bedroom    9ô x 11ô = 99 ft2

Office Cubicle
8ô x 9ô = 72 ft2

Restaurant Table
5ô x 5ô = 25 ft2
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Parking Worsens Housing Affordability

Å For each parking space required in 
a residential unit:

ï Price of unit increases 15-30%

ï Number of units that can be built on 
typical parcel decreases 15-25%

Å Working families spend more on 
transportation than housing in 
auto-oriented suburbs.

Å No accommodation for car-free 
households: Getting rid of a car = 
extra $100,000 in mortgage

Å At >300 sq ft, each parking space 
consumes more space than an 
efficiency apartment

Sources: ñA Heavy Load: The Combined Housing and 
Tranasportation Burdens of Working Families,ò Center for 

Neighborhood Technology, 2006.  ñThe Affordability Index: A New 
Tool for Measuring the True Affordability of a Housing Choice,ò 

Center for Neighborhood Technology, 2008. Sedway Cook studies 
of parking and housing costs in San Francisco and Oakland.



25
Cars Need a Home Too: Principles of Parking in the Livability Community

Jason Schrieber, Nelson\Nygaard


