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The Wasatch Front 

region, Utah



We enjoy access 

to the outdoors,



friendly 

communities,



and rich 

economic 

opportunitiesé
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Population Growth ð

Wasatch Front

Population will increase by 65% by 2040

But growth is comingé
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WFRC and MAG

49 Million

90+ Million

Miles driven daily will almost double by 2040



òBusiness as usualó

=

Congestion

You canõt build 

your way out of 

congestion



As our population continues to grow 
and we drive more and more, our air 

will become more polluted, threatening 
our health and economic prosperity.  

Air Pollutioné



In Salt Lake, Davis, Weber and 

Utah Counties, weõll add nearly 300 

square miles of  developed land by 

2040.

Loss of open space and 

access to the outdoorsé
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Source:  US Census Bureauς65+ in the United States: 2005; Wan He, ManishaSengupta, Victoria A. Velkoff, & Kimberly A DeBarros.  December 2005.

# of People Turning 
65 Each year
[Figures in 000s]

The face of America, and Utah, is changing.  



The òAmerican Dreamó is now 
plural òDreamsó

Â 2010 Census: only 25% of households are married families with 

children

Â One-third of future households will prefer to live in òwalkableó 

neighborhoods:  smaller homes, townhomes, condos, with access 

to transit, jobs and amenities.  We are far short of meeting this 

demand.
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Scenario Approach

Contrast todayõs choices by showing 

long-term consequences



Compact Pattern

Corridor Pattern Satellite Pattern

Dispersed Pattern











There is a Better Way 

to Growé

The Wasatch 

Choice 

for 2040 :

Regional Vision for 

Growth and 

Development



There is a Better Way 

to Growé

Focus growth in 

town centers, 

with housing and 

transportation 

options.



Envision Utah Quality Growth Strategy; 1999

Saves 17% or $4.5 

billion over 20 years

$21.5 billion

$26 billion

Lower Taxes:
Infrastructure savings in the billions



Enhanced Mobility and Economic Growth

The Vision reduces traffic congestion by 18% 



Less driving and more transportation choices will 

lead to cleaner air

Better Air Quality



Greater Protection of Critical Lands

By encouraging infill and redevelopment, we will safeguard 

natural resources, working farms, parks and trails



Implementing the 

Wasatch Choice 

for 2040?



Regional  

Collaboration

Local 

Implementation



ü Transportation Choices

ü Housing Strategies

ü Envision Tomorrow +

ü Innovative Zoning

ü Financing Strategies

ü Demonstration Sites

The Wasatch 

Choice for 2040 
Toolbox:



Transportation Choices


