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Rail-with-Trail 

(RWT)

A trail (shared use path) 

on, or directly adjacent to, 

an active railroad corridor.
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Increase in Rails-with-Trails
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Rails-with-Trails: A Growing Trend



Current Statistics

MLK Promenade

San Diego, CA

• ~180 Open RWTs

• >1,600 Miles

• 44 States

(CA gets a      ) 



• Longest Trail: 57 miles (Railroad Trail, Michigan)

• Longest continually next to tracks: 22 miles (Railroad Trail, Michigan)

• Fastest Trains: 150 MPH (Southwest Corridor Park Trail, Mass.)

• Slowest Trains: 5 MPH (West Orange Trail, Florida)

• Oldest Trail: 1966 (Illinois Prairie Path, Illinois)

• Widest Corridor: 1,500 Ft. (Rose Canyon Bike Path, California)

• Narrowest Corridor: 18 Ft. (Seattle Waterfront Trail and Duwamish 
Trail both in Washington)

• Closest to tracks: 2 Ft. (Railroad Trail, Michigan)

Characteristics



$$  One of the Most Expensive $$

San Clemente Beach Trail

California



Characteristics of Adjacent Rail

(RTC California Study, 2009)



Rails-with-Trails: Safety and Liability

• Railroad company’s main 
concerns

• Trails may reduce trespassing

• Liability safeguards: Recreation 
Use Statutes, Insurance,

Indemnification



Rails-with-Trails: Design

• Design can address the 

majority of safety issues

• Key safety factors:

 Adequate distance 

between track and trail

 Fencing, barriers or grade 

separation between track 

and trail

 Safe rail crossings

 Long site lines

 Trail-user warning signs

San Clemente Beach Trail, CA

White Rock, BC (south of Vancouver, BC)



Rails-with-Trails: Benefits to the Railroad

• Corridor beautification

• Improved community relations 

• Improved safety

• Reduced crime and 
trespassing

• Improved access for police and 
maintenance vehicles

Springwater Corridor 

Portland, OR

© John Luton



State Trends -- RWT Legislation

• SB 546 Passes — Paving the Way for 

Virginia’s Outdoor Future

• State of Maine Amends Recreational 

Use Statute



Trolley Trail (Charlotte, NC)

Seattle, WA

Cal Park Tunnel – Marin County, CA



Resources



What’s Your Story?
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