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A Brief History of Transit in 
Washington D.C.

Horse drawn stage coaches begin public transportation



1800

1862

1898

1962

1976

2001

2009

Horse-drawn wagons ñOmnibusesò introduced
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A Brief History of Transit in 
Washington D.C.

Electrification of rails becomes popular, service expands
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A Brief History of Transit in 
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The Last Street Caré200 Miles of tracks abandoned
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1976 Metro System Opens
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Green Line Opens
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23 mile Silver Line extension to Dulles Airport and new streetcar system under construction
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Case Study: Columbia Heights, DC

Columbia Heights, DC

Å1819 John Q. Adams House

Å1870ôs subdivided

ÅNeighborhoods built 1870 ï
1930



Columbia Heights, Washington, DC



April 5, 1968



1968 -1999



Inclusive Public Process

Neighbors

Community Associations

Residents

Professional Consultants

Municipal Officials

Municipal Staff

Federal Officials and Staff



Public Infrastructure Investment 
through Transit



Public/Private Partnerships



Seeding Public Investments



Vibrant Public Spaces



Before andéééééé..AFTER 



Columbia Heights

Å34,100 p/sm or 35 du/ gross acre



Columbia Heights

Mixed Use Side by Side Then Vertical Residential
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Columbia Heights Station

Awarded by NCRC in 2002

Retail was parked at 3/100sq m.  Code Required 4/100sq m.   Actual use is 1.25/100sq m



Commercial Tenants at DC USA



Kenyon Square Å Washington, D.C.



The Desire for Low Overhead
Plan for the Car as an Accessory... Required 1 car per unité actual use .43





Victory Heightsé.Senior Living



Columbia Heights Neighborhood


